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The Lord is on my fide, I will not it fear what Man can do unto | 


me, Plal. 118. 6. 
If God be for us, who can be againſt us, Rom. 8. 31. 


All the Enemies of Lion open their Mouth againſt Her, eff 


Hiſs, and Gnaſh their Teeth, Lam. 2. 16. 
Onr Help is in the Name bod the LORD, mho made Heaven and 
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To the Reverend 


5 Mr. Hugh Fitts 1 
aur Ce Tons 
- Together with the 


ELDERS and DEA CONS 


OF THE 


EngliſhChurch 
AMSTERDAM. 


BRETHREN, 
Hen Providence lately caſt me among 
2 Wo, and opened a Door of Uſefulneſs, 
1K my Sojourning there: It was expected by 
ſeveral, that 1 [ſhould ba ye offered to the Publick 


Vus 


The Dedication, 
View two Sermons on the late Peace,, con. 
cluded between your Moſt ILLUSTRIOUS 
REPUBLICK. and the French King : Had 


they ſeen the Light ( which by ſome Incidents were 


prevented ) YOU might juſtly have been Enti- 
tled to the Inſcription as above. No ſooner was 
1 Inportuned to the Publication of the Enſuing 
Diſcourſe ; but 7 thought to prefix your Names to 


it: And Tam perſwaded thut the Subject is of 


ſub a Nature, as to move youto' partake in os Joy. 

The paſt ' Deliverances that we with thank- 
Jaber 55 commemorate, are ſo diffuſive, that even 
War REPUBLICK and the whole bent 
Intereſt ſhare the Advantage. I doubt not but 
all true Proteſtants among Jou, were ſenſible of 
the Danger, the Proteſtant Religion and the 


Liberties of Europe were in, bad nos your 


STATES afſiſted- jo-ſeaſonubly, in the Hippy 
REVOLUTION, *g br about by i I;ATE 
KING n * Inmorcat Memory ; 


„ 


„ee 


whereby 


| 7 
Ilie Dedication. 
i : ; 


whereby WE. wine front fron 4 POPISH ad 
prefervet from 4 FRENCH YORE. * 

And when for our Sins theClout waxGtthering” a. 
Zain, and we were in the utmoſt Danger; God was plea- 
ſed, upon ber late Majeſties Demiſe, to ſend us our | 
Preſent Sovereign : A KING, whom we pray 
may be the Darling of Heaven, the Father 
of all bis People, the Defender of the Proteſtant 
Faith, 4 Conſtant Friend and Allie to your IL- 
LUSTRIOUS REPUBLICK, and the Guar- 
dian of the Liberties of Europe ; in which Wiſhes, 
1 doubt not of your Hearty Concurrence, 

My beſt Wiſhes are for the Proſperity of Jour 
CHURCH; That th. ion 
therein may be A bleſſed; That your 
CITY may be fil Renowned ; that the Power 
of Godlineſs may prevail, and a Flouriſhing 
Trade there; and that it may go well with all the 
UNITED PROVINCES; with which, that 
4 there may be continully Cultivated and Promoted 4 


laſti ng 


The Jeadicati In. 
| laſting Friendſhip between them and theſe Realins) 
to the r Advantage and Saſety of both, is the 
Sun Dohr of, BRETHREN, | 
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Plalm 124. 1, 2, 3 Verſes. 
If it had not been the LORD, who was on our 
fide, now may Iſrael ſay ; If it had not been the 


LORD, who was on our fide, mhen Men roſe 


up x Aja us ; then they had ſwallowed us up 


Quick, when their Wrath was kindled againſt 


US» 


HE Fews were a People highly ſa- 

| voured of GOD, and while they 
maintained the Character of his 

People, he was their Saviour in Time of 


Trouble What Miracles were wrought in 
| — their 


A Sermon Preached on 


their behalf; and how oft did Divine Pow- 
er Signalize it ſel! in their many Eminent 
and Glorious Deliverances. 

THIS Pſalm is a Triumphant Song 
of the CHURCH, upon ſome Remarkable 
Salvation wrought; and by the Title, it ſeems 
it was Con poſed by David; the particu- 
lar Occaſion of it we are not told; but to 
be ſure, it was ſome very Notable Delive- 
rance at a time of Immincnt Danger, and ſo 
may ſerve as a Pattern to the Churches in all 
Ages, for Praiſe and Thanſgiving to GOD, 
under the like Salvation; 

IN the Words you may obſerve. theſe 

following Things. 

Hint, ISRAEL's Danger, Men roſe up 
againſt them, Enemies, and it ſeems, very 

Dangerous Enemies; whether For: ig or Do- 

meſtick, or both, the P/almiſt doth nor inform 


us: However they were ſuch as would have 


teen too hard for them, they would have 
fallen as a Prey into their Teeth, ver. 6. had 
it not been that, 

Secondly, ISRAEL's 3 was the 


LORD ; If the LORD had not been on our 


fide. The Greac God takes their Part, and 
joyns in their Cauſe and Quarrel. He was 
on their ſide, he engages in the Quarrel of 
his Church againſt all the World. The 
Chureh is * 4 Party, and à ſmall Party 
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the Fifth of November. 3 


too: Her Enemies are more in Number a. 
bundantly. God's Church is but a little 


Flock, Luk. 12. 32. and in her ſelf but of 
{mall Strength; ; bur then God comes in to 


her Aid, He is of her ſide, and this makes 


her Supetiour in Strength to all her Ene- 


mies. 
WHAT E v E R leſſer Parties and Divi- 


ſions there may be amongſt Men, that may 


Embroil and Inflame the Nations, there 
are but -two General Parties, and ſuch Par- 
ties as can never be reconcil d; the CHURCH 
and the WORLD. Indeed, ſome that call 
themſelves the Church, may go into the World, 
into the ſame Meaſures; and on the contrary, 
the World may go into the Meaſures of 


ſuch a Ghurch, and make uſe of her Name, 


to gain her Ends: But in reality the World and 
the Church are two diſtin and oppoſite In- 


tereſts, and have diſtinct. Confederates and 


Leaders. 

THE World has Satan oh Prince of Dark- 
nels, ſtiled che God of this World. 2 Cor. 4 
4. to lead her on, in Oppoſition to he 
Church, and the Church can glory, in the 
LORD as on her ſide, he enables her to 
make Head againſt the World and the De- 


vil; God Eſp ouſes her Cauſe, He ſtands by 


her, her 1 he will maintain, and the 
Gates of Helt ſhall not prevail againſt her, 


Aat. 16. * B 2 Thirdly, 


F 
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: Thirdly, THE Deplorableneſs of Iſrael's 


Condition , if God had not been on their ſide. 
Then they had Swallowed us up Quick, when their 


Wrath was kindled againſt us. Such were their 


Numbers, and ſuch was their Wrath, that 


they would have made a quick Diſpatch ; 


we ſhould have been but as a Mouthful, they 
would have ſwallowed us up Quick, like 
Beaſts of Prey inured to Devour.. Theſe 
Men like the devouring Deep would have 
over-whelmed us, and as a raging Stream 
and Proud Waters, whole Mighty Billows 
and Waves, do Foam and Roar, would have 
gone over our Souls, ver. 4, 5. We ſhould not 
only have heard their high ſwelling Words 
of Vanity, foaming out their own ſhame, 


but we ſhould have felt their terrible Power, 


and have found their tender Mercies Cruel- 
ty. ä x ea 

Fourthly, THE Seaſonableneſs of their De- 
liverance. When Men roſe up, then God was 
on their Side. When their Danger was near, 
their Deliverance was as nigh. The Enemy 
thought the Game their own, and were rea- 
dy to catch at the Prey; but then God ap- 
pears He loves to make the Seaſon of his 
People's Extremity, his own Time, his own 
Opportunity, to appear in their Favour. . 
the Mount of the Lord it ſbal be ſeen, Gen. 
22. 14. 53 2 SP 

4 WHEN 
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WHEN Men roſe up, then was it time 


for God to Work; He ſometimes tries his 


Enemies, to ſce what they would be at, how 


far their Miſchief would lead them; and he 
ſometimes tries his People, to fee how they 


behave themſelves, under dark Proſpects, and 


in an evil Day; and then in the Critical Jun- 
cture, he appears himſelf. He uſually pre- 
pares his People for Deliverance, by cauſing 


them to Cry mightily to him, and then comes 
into their ſuccour and aid. 
Hiſibh, IHE Acknowledgment due for Di- 


wine Deliverance. Now may Iſrael ſay, muſt 
fay, and will ſay, we are ungrateful to our 


God, if we don't ſpeak of his Mercies. But 
perhaps the 7ſa/m/# by this Expreſſion, Now | 


Iſrael may (ay, would put them in Mind, that 


lately, they could not ſay, what they would: 


Their Enemies were formidable, and Delive- 
rance not yet given in: {o that they could 
not in an open and publick manner, fay, that 


of God, or tor God, that they would do. 
But now may 1/rae! ſpeak for God, that has 


been the God of their Salvation, and ſing his 


Praiſes, and ſhew forth his Wonderful Works. 


FROM the Words thus Explained, we 
may collect theſe following OBSERVATI- 


Os. 
. : 


050% 
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Of, Il. THE Church and People of God 
may be expoſed to Eminent Danger. 


050 II. THOU GH their Danger may 
be great, the Lord is on their Side. 2 8 


05% In. THEIR Safety lies, in God's 
Eſpouſing their Cauſe. 2 


Of. IV. GOD will appear for their Sal- 
2 in the moſt needful and proper Sea- 
on. 


OZſ. V. DIVIN E Appearances in Fa- 5 
vour to, and for the Deliverance of, his Church 
and People, ought to be remembred, and 


call for a thankful Acknowledgment, 
THIS laſt, may ſerve for the APPLICA- 


TION; we ſhall offer ſomething on each of 15 


theſe Obſervations. 


oh,. THE Church and People of God may be 
expoſed to very Eminent Danger. 


The Church in the Text was ſo; there were 
Enemies that roſe up againſt them, and ſuch 
as would have ſwallowed them up Quick. 


N 
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IT 's no new thing for the Church to be 
brought into great ſtraits and difficulties. 
How was it with Iſraet at the Red Sea; if 
they went on, there was the Sea before them; 
would they retreat, the Enemy was behind, 
and if they ſtood ſtill, the Enemy would 
overtake. Such Dilemmas were they 
brought unto : And had not God divi- 
ded the Waters, Exod. 14. 21: and madethem 
as a Wall on each ſide; the Enemy would 
have Swallowed them up Quick, or the proud Ma- 


ters have gone over their Soul, | 


ISRAEL for their Iniquity were ſold 
into Egypt. How perplexing were their Cale, 
thoſe that hated them had the Rule over 


them, and had not God remembred them, when 


bound in Afi;Hion and Tron, there had been 
no turning again of their Captivity> They 


were 2 People inured to Great Afflictions, even 


from their beginning to be a People, Pal. 


129. 1 Many a time have they Aficted me 


25 4d», 


Faith, and that they might put their truſt in him, 


did frequently ſuffer their Enemies to be as 
Pricts in their Eyes, and Thorns in their 


Sides. 
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AND how has it been with the Chri- 


ſtian Church She has been trained up ; under 


the Diſcipline of Affliction. How long was ſhe 
as in the Wilderacls, while Popery as a Deluge 


over flowed almoſt all the Face of the Chriſtian 


World: And when at the Reformation, ſhe 
more openly and in greater Numbers began to 
ſhaw her Face, what Difficulties, and Dangers 
attended her in getting out of the Deluge. 
And what enmity and oppaſition has ſhe met 
with, all along, ever ſince her Seceſſion from 
the See of Rome. And how have we of this 
Land been diſtreſſed, partly by thoſe, 


who have always oppoſed. a farther Reformati- 


on. and have ſhewed their Reſentments, againſt 
thole that have attempted it: Who, like the 
diſaffected Iſraclites, remembred the Onions and 
Garlick, Numb. 1 1. 5. and were for returning 


back to Egypt, rather than., advancing to- 


wards. the Promiſed Land ; and partly by 
thoſe, who openly avow the ROMIS ZZ SUP ER- 
STITION, and have often attempted iby. open 
violence, and-ſecret fraud to reduce and bring 
us back. $5 NTT TAP. | 
HO W big was the expectation of the Eue- 
my from the Spaniſo Armado? How deſperate 
the Deſign of the Gun-powder Plot 2 And of 
late years; how great was the Danger from a 
Popiſh Reign, which made room for. our Deli- 
veranee, by XING WILLIAM, who as this 
oh | | Day 


\ 
* 
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Day Landed among us, for the reſcue and 
defence of our Religion and Liberties, And 
even ſince ſo great a Deliverance, we have 
been expoſed to freſh Difficulries and Dan- 
gers. How black was the deſign of the Aſſaſ- 
ſination Plot Which ſhould fix a laſting In- 
famy, upon the Name and Memory of thoſe 
that were Aiders and Abetrers of lo Diaboli- 
cal a Deſign. How upptth of late Vears, have 
our known Enemzes, the Pabiſis and Facobites 
been 2 Who took Encouragement under the 
Connivance,and perhaps the Counrenance, of 
thoſe, that were lately in the Adminittration. 
And how has our danger grown upon us, by 
the encreaſing Power of France (under the 
Influence of thoſe, who have thewed them- 
ſelves no Friends to their Country) and by 


thoſe diſcouragements that have been laid upon 


the hearty Friends of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and unſhaken Adherers to the Proteſtant uc- 
ceſſion? What Methods of Diſqualification 
have been taken to hinder thoſe from ſerving 
their Country, that were moſt hearty in the 
Intereſt of it : And not contented to injure 
them by Perſonal Incapacities, they muſt be 
brought under Additional Hardſhips, as to 
their dear Poſterity. And when there were 
ſuch ſteps taken to Cramp and Weaken the 


Proteſt ant Diſſenters; there were Vigorous 


Puſhes, which had they ſucceeded, might 
Yo (66 ſoon 
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| ſoon have involved the Eſtabliſhed Church in 


the ſame Ruin with the Diſſezters. How Me- 
lancholly were our Proſpects of late > How 
high our Fears, and how low our Hopes? 
and were it not that God had ſtirred up 
a Spirit of Prayer, and in none more than a- 
mong the Proteſtant Piſſenters ( who had their 
Solemn Days of Prayer in many of their Pub- 
lick Meeting Houſes ) for the averting threat- 
ned Judgments, for the ſecurity of our holy 
Religion and the Proteſtant Succeſſion ;- per- 
haps in a very little time, the Schemes of our 
Countrys Enemies might have been brought 
to bear, and the PRETENDER introduced to 
make his demand of che CROWN, at fartheſt, 
upon the EN“ demiſe: This might have 
been the Caſe, had there been none to ſtand in 
the Cap. But bleſſed be God, that has not given 
us a Prey into the Enemies Teeth. If it had not 

Been the Lord, who was on our fide, may Britain 
now ſay, this might have been our Caſe; it 


might have been as bad with us as our Fears, 


and inſtead of a Proteſtant KING with a nu- 
merous Royal Off-ſpring, we might have been 
Subjected to the Tyramy and Uſurpation of a 
Popiſh Pretender, brought up in the Maxims of 
France, and well qualified to be a Tool to 
Rome and Hell. 1 | 

THESE were our Danpers! Dangers that 

the Proteſtant Religion and Succeſſion lay > 


k 
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poſed unto, and this leads to the Second Pro- 
poſition. = — 8 5 


O,. II. TH O' the Danger of God's Church 
_ People may be great, yet the. Lord is on their 
Side. 1 E 
HE takes their Part, and ſtands by them, 
however any among them may be theObjeas 
of the World's Flouts and Szorn, God 
is not aſhamed of their Cauſe. D. vid 
Glories in this, Pſa/. 118. 6,7. The Lord is on 
my fide, Twill not fear what Man can do unto me, 
the Lord taketh my part with them that help me, 


therefore ſhall T ſee my deſire upon them that hate 


me, Him that is Godly, the Lord hath /er a- 
part for himſelf, Pſal. 4. 3. He ſeparates his 
People from the reſt of the World, and then 
enters into a Confederacy with them; nay; un- 
dertakes to be their Head : He makes their 
Cauſe his own, and will never deſert it. 
What pProofs has hegiven ofhisIntereſting him- 
ſelf inis Peoples Cauſe:Did he not do it at the 
Reusea o Did he not ſhew his Power and Love 
in the Wilderneſs e How did he preſerve them 
ftom their Enemies that were round about them? 
And how Miraculouſly did he feed them For- 
ty Vears, ſupply ing them with Water out of the 
Roc t,; and giving them Bread from Heaxen How 
did he lead them over Jordan, and made way 
for their Settlement in the Promiſed Land 2 - 
37 C 2 AND 
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AND when he came to Erect and Eſtabliſh 


the GO5fEL CHURCH; how has his Wi- 


dom and Power carried him through his great 
and gracious deſigns, and thro the good Hand 
of God upon it? It ſubſiſts to this very Day, and 
| ſhall do ſo, till the Conſummation of all 
Things. # ds Dok 
WHAT Oppoſition did our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, the firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel, 
meet with / and yet in ſpight of all Oppoſition, 
the Word did run and was Glorifyed : Many in- 
_ deed loſt their Lives in the. Cauſe of Chriſtia- 
nity ; yet the Cauſe gained, and grew by their 
Death. So that according to that known re- 
mark. The Blood of the Martyrs was the Seed 
of the Church. paul's Bonds tended to the furthe- 
'  rance of the Geſpel, Phil. 1. 12. To make it 
Spread and be more known; ſo that(ſaich he)wy 
Bonds iuChriſt. are manifeſt in all the palace and in 
all other places, ver. 13. And the Brethren were 
ſo far from being diſcouraged by Paul's Bands, 
(ſo as to deſiſt from their Miniſtry)that he ſays, 
many of them waxing Confident by my Bonds, art 
much more bold, to ſpeak the Word without fear, 
verſe 14. ſo he tells us, 2 Tim. 2, 9. that he ſuf- 
 fered trouble for the Goſpel ſake, even unto Bonds, 
But the Word of God is not bound, . 7 


„ 1 


AN thoſe early Perſecutions after the 4. 


paoſtles times, that infeſted the Chriſtian Church, 
could not avail to her Oyerthrow, for God a 
f LE 12 her 
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ber fide : Indeed her Nambers 'have been often 


reduced; what by the Apoſtacies of Falſe Bre- 


thren, and what by open Violence, whereby 


many have been Tranſlated from cheChurchMi- 


litant, to the Church Triumphant : But yer, from 
the firſt Propagation of the Grſpe! to this very 
Day, there have not been wanting ſome who 


have remained Stedſaſt in the Faith, who have 


adhered to the Teſtimony of Feſus, and would 


by no means make Shipwrack of a good Conſci- 
ence. While ſome have been Witneſſing and 
Sealing the Truth with their Blood, there have 


been others, that have ſtood up to Maintain and 


Eſpouſe the ſame Cauſe, ſo that Chriſt has not 


at any one time wanted a Seed to ſerve him, that 
might be Accounted for a Generation, Pſal. 2 2. 30. 
They may have been ſcattered and diſperſed, but 
they have ſubſiſted. Hiſtories may have been 
defective in their i ccount of them, & they may 
have been very much unknown to one another; 


and yet have been really in Being, & Numbers of 


them too, united by the ſame Bonds of theSpirir, 
real Members of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, 


tho theirExternalConfederacy andCommunion 


may have been Interrupted. :... 


 BL1AS, (in his time, a time of great 

Regeneracy, ) Good Man / he thought him- 
ſelf the only Man, left to eſpouſe the Cauſe 
of God, and they fought his Life to take it 
away; 1 Aings 19. 14. yet v. 18, J have 


left 
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left me ſeven Thouſand in Iſrael, all the knees 
which have not bowed unto Baal, and eve 

Mouth which have not kiſſed him, So in the 
very darkeſt times of Popery, though we 
have little or no Account, of thoſe that have 
maintain'd their Separation, and adhered faith- 
fully to the Truths of Chriſtianiry ; I doubt 
not, there have been Numbers that have been 


true Followers of the Lamb, who have re- 


cerved the Truth as it is in Jeſus. 


AND even at this time of Day, in a 


Neigbhouring Nation; notwithſtanding the 
Plomers have made long their Farrows, and 
have put in Execution many barbarous and 
bloody Deſigns, to extirpate the Proteſtant 
Religion, to root out the Fugonots, as they 


term the Proteſtants ; yet, I doubt nor, 


there are many in FRANCE, who from their 
Hearts embrace the Goſpel, and have in the 
utmoſt deteſtation rhe Fopperies and Super- 
ſtitions of ROME : And though, there ſeems 
to be freſh deſigns a hatching, to bring the 


| 3 new Converts (as they are called) and their 


Families under greater Hardſhips, yet God 
zs able to revive his Work among them. 


Not long ſince, when God went forth with 
our Armies, and made a haughty Monarch to 


ttemble, Matters lock d not only as if the. Li- 
bertirs of Europe would be ſet upon a laſt ing 
Foundation, but as if, we might have 8 

; fully 
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fully prevail'd, that the Proteſtants ſhould 
again be reſtored to the publick Exerciſe. of 
their Religion; and we need not have doubt» 


ed, but many, who now are ſuppoſed to be of 


the RO44/5447 RELIGION, would have ta- 
ken the firſt Opportunity, to teſtiſie their diſ- 
like, and have ſhewn, that ic was Power aud 
Fear, and not Choice, that have ſo long detai- 
ned them, in that wretched Communion. At 
whole Door the diſappointment lies, is too me- 


lancholly aSubje*t to ook back upon; beſides, 


it's obvious, I need not inform you, who. have 
been the Tools to ſpoil all theſe Views, and 
daſh the moſt hopeful Deſigns, and promiſing 
Proſpects to peices · 
HOWEVER, we may ſtill hope, that 
ere long, there will be Inguiſition for Blood; 
for God forgets not the Cry of the Humble, 
Pſal. 9. 12. and he will have regard to the 
Souls under the Altar, who are pleading, how 


| lows O LORD, holy and true, daſt thou nat 


judg and avenge our Blood, on. them that dwell 
on the Earth. And if Britain, who has once 
loſt ſo favourable an Opportunity, ſhould not 
be-again honoured. with. the, Capacity, and 


| truſted with the Power, of reſcuing their Bre- 


thren, and fellow Chriſtians, from the Bon- 
dage and Oppreſſion of their Blood-thirſty 
Perſeeutors, yer God can Work by other 


Means, for his own Glory and their Delive- 
| | h rance. 
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trance. And he not only can, but where he 


has a People, he wall, ſooner or later work 
for them: When they are ready to ſay with 
Iſrael, our Bones are dried and our hope is loſt, 
we are cut off for our Parts, He can then breath 
napon the ſlain that they may live, and revive 

their languiſhing, dying, Hopes, Ezek. 37. g, 
II. e | | | | 
WE ſhould on ſuch a Day as this, do as 
the Jews upon their return out of. Babylon, 
they thankfully own their own Deliverance, 
and yet earneſtly pray for the turning again 
the Captivity of their Brethren z whoſe Caſe, 
by a becoming Sympathy they make their 
own; Thou haſt done great things for us, 
thou haft brought us out of Bondage, ſome 
of us. But turn again our Captivity, the reſt 
that are ſtill in Bondage, Pſal. 124. 3, 4. They 
look upon their Deliverance as incomplete, 
while any of their Brethren were under Suffe- 
ring. O that there were the like ſympathiſing 
Spirit amongſt all that are called Chriſtians 
and Proteſtants, for our diſtreſſed, perſecuted, 
Brethren abroad! The Lord hath done great 
things for us, at the Reformation, at the Re- 
volut ion, and of late, in cauſing the Proteſtant 
Succe ſſon ſo peaceably to take Place, in the 
Preſence of our Enemies; hut let us whilſt we 
rejoyce in our own Mercy, compaſſionate our 
Brethren, who are yet in Affliction. We have 
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very encouraging Proſpects from the great Wiſdom 
and excellent Endowments of his prefent MAFES- 
TT, and what our Poſterity may hope for from the 
Prince and his Royal Offspring; but how would our 
Joy be increaſed, if the Bleſſings of the preſent Reign, 
ſhould be ſo diffuſtve, as to obtain the Liberty of 
dur perſecuted Brethren, and to ſet their Feet in a 
large Plice. If with warm Hearts and fervent De- 
votions, the People of God ſhould joyn in their 
Supplications at the Throne of Grace, we might 
poſſibly fee, that as the Lord hath been on our fide, 
ſo he will alſo appear for our fuffering Brethren too. 
But to proceeds = 

0% III. GOD's Eſpouſing his Church and Peo- 
ple*'s Cauſe, is their Safety and S:curity. 

1 F the Lord had not been on Iſtael's fide, theirEne- 
mies, when their wrath was Kindled againſt them, 
would have ſwallowed them up Quick, but God's Pre- 
ſence with them was their Security. | 

THERE was no want of Fury in the Enemy, 
2 of Power, had not God engaged in the quar- 
tels. | | 

HAD not he eſpouſed his Peoples Cauſe, the 
Enemy would have prevailed. What could have 
hindered proud Pharach's Succeſs * As to all out- 
ward appearance, the Iſraelites muſt needs fall in- 
to his Hands, or elſe periſh in the Red Sea, had 
not God been on their fideand by a Miracle wrought 

for the preſervation of his People, and ar the ſame 
time appeared for the Deſtruction of their Evemies, 
"TAY This 
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This P/a/m in all the Parts of it may be applyed to 
this remarkable Deliverance, if the P/a/miſt did not 
| compoſe it on purpoſe, to perpetuate the Remem- 
brance of ſo great an Event. | + 
WHEN Matters are brought to ſuck a pals, 
that the uſual and ordinary Methods of Providence 
won't do for the Salvation of his People: God can 
go out of the uſual way, to bring about their Deli- 
verance. | 2, 5 
H E cauſed the Sum upon occaſion fo ſtand ſtill in 
Eileen, Joſh. 10. 1 2. that Foſbuab might have light 
to purſue his Victories: And he employed the 4r- 
rillery of Heaven, the Stars in their Courſes to fight 
againſt Siſera, Judges 5. 20. When thoſe /7EROFES, 
SHADRACK, MES HECK and 4BEDNEGO, ven- 
ured the Safety of their Lives, upon the Goodneſs of 
their Cauſe, and the Power of God; tho' the Ty- 
rant throws them into the burning Fiery Furnace, 
the Flame cannot kindle upon them, Dan. 3. 3. 
And when. the Prophet DANIEL was committed 
to the Mercilels Lyons (which perhaps were kept 
fromFood,that they might fallthe more eagerly upon 
their Prey) theirNatural Appetites were reſtrained, 
that they might do him no hurt; Daniel was too va- 
luable a Morſel, for theſe Savage Beaſts, and his 
Enemies and Accuſers, maſt be the Perſons to ſatis- 
fie their Voracious Appetites, Daniel 22. 4. 
THUS Wonder fully did God appear! We are 
often at a loſs, and know not, in which way Salva- 
tion will come in; bur God is never at a loſs, for 
| in 
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in the needſul ſeaſon hel be nigh at hand. Which 
leads us to a fourth Propoſit ion. — 

O0 / IV. GO D will appear for the Salvation of his 
Church and People, in the needful, and moſt proper 
Seaſon. WE | 

WHEN Men roſe up againſt us, then was 
the Lord on our Size. He obſerved their Moti ons 
he knew their Enterprize, and when their Schemes 
were full ripe, and ready for Execution, then God 
Interpoſed, that their hands could nor perform their 
Enterprize. 

T H E Church's Enemies they often Triumph be- 
fore Victory, and by their lnſolence and Pride en- 
gage the Power of God againſt them, Lam 2 16. 
All thine Erne mies have opened their Mouth arainjt 
thee ; they Fiſs and Guaſb their Teeth ; they ſay we 
have ſwallowed her ap; certainly this is the Day that 


we looked for, we have found, we have ſeen it. When 


ſuch a Temper and Spirit appears againſt Sion, it 


looks, as if her Redemption drew nigh, and thatiGod 


who has ſeen her wrong, wall judg her Cauſe, Lam 3. 59 


He will be Jealous for his honour, and will remember 


the reproach of his Servants, how they do bear in their 
boſom, the reproach of all their mighty People, and 
will remember the reproaches, wherewith they have re- 
proached, the fooſtteps of his Anointed, Plal. 89. 50, 
51. He ſees the Affliction of his People, and hears their 
Groans, and then comes for their Deliverance, A#s ; . 
34+ When need requires, the Lord will awake as one 


| out of ſleep, and like a Mighty Man, that ſhouteth by 


D 2 Kea ſes 
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Reaſen of Wine. He will ſmite his Enemies in the 
binder Part, and put them to a perpetual reproach, 
\Plal. 7. 65, 66. He can eaſily cut his Enemies ſhort 


of their expedations, and put them in fear, that they 


may know themſelves to be but Men, Pal. 9. 20. 
ACO was brought under diſmal! Apprchen- 
ſions upon the Account of his Brother Eſau,and then 

God turned the heart of Eſau, towards his Brother: 
Ten. 32. 11,and3 3, . when Laban purſued F.cob,tull 
fraught with revenge, God [peaks to him in a Dream, 
and forewarns him not to ſpeak to Jacob, either good or 
bad. Thus God appeared for him, his Family and Sub. 
ſtance. And when God doth not turn the Hcarts of 
his Peoples Enemies. he can go a ſeverer way to Work, 
anſwerable to the Prayers of his Church. Fal £8. 

1,2. Let God ariſe, let his Enemies be ſcattered, let 

them alſo that hate him flee before him, as ſmoke is 


driven away, fo drive them away : As Wax melteth be 


5 7 fire, ſo let the Wicked periſh at the preſence 
. ſe 


od. | ; | 
HEN ir ſhall turn to God's Glory, he will a- 


riſeto the Confuſion of his Exewies How full are the 


Experiences of God's People, as to Perſonal andPub- 
lick Deliverances ! How was David delivered out 

of the Paw of the Lyon and the Bear, and afrerwards 
obtained the YiFory in that unequal Match with 
geeat Goliab? Many are the Afflictious of the Righte- 
ous, but the Lord delivereth him out of them all, Pf* 
34. 19. and he delivers in the proper ſeaſon, gall 
jou me in the day of trouble I will deliver thee, Pfa\ 
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50. 15. And by the ſeaſdnableneſz of Divine Appearan- 
ces, he not only lays ſtrong Tyes upon our Gratitude, 


for the Mercies vouchſafed; but there's a peęuliat 


ſweetneſs reſulting from the ſeaſonableneſs; Were 
the extremity leſs, or the danger not fo preſſing, the 
Mercy would not be ſo ſweet, as when it is given in 
for our Reſcue, when Matters are brought to a Cri- 


fis, and our all lyes at ſtake. As a delay, in ſuch a 


Caſe, might prevent the Deliverance; ſo God's 
ſpeedy Appearance enhances the Mercy. And ſuch 
is his Wiſdom, that he knows the danger, in every 
ſtep of it's advance; and ſuch is his Goodneſs, that 
in the fitteſt ſeaſon, he'l exalt his Power in his Peg» 
ple's Salvation We have heard with our Ears, aud our 
Fathers have told us,whatGod has done in theirDajs, 
our ownEyes,allo have ſeen his Salvation, in what we 


commemorate this Day, and we may with Aimira- 


tion cry; What has God wrought! which leads to 


the Fifth and. Laſt Propoſition. 


OBbſerv. V. DIVINE Appearances in favnur of the 
Church and People of God, ought to be remembred and 
call for a thankfal acknowledgment. _ 

What God had done for /ſrae/, deſerved their par- 
ticular Notice: the Lord had not been on their fide, 
what would have become of them! They were 


obliged to impreſs the Sence of the Deliverance upon 
their Minds, by conſidering, how it would 'have 
been, if God had not appeared; I the Lord had not 
Seen on gur fide, NOW may Iſrael ſay, take notice and 
ſpeak of the 
Intended 


Jeliverance which may bring us to the 
5 a 
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APPLICATION, 


T O conſider the Acknowledgment Cue for Di 
vine Deliverances. Now may lirael ſay, SAT, | 

Ss © 0 FE abt 

—_— 80 e 
Firſt, TO HH Iſrael was to ſay what God 
bad wrought: Ss e 
Hirſt, 1 0 God himfel? We muſt regard the Opera. 
tions of the Lord, and the Work of his Hands. Mercies 
given from above, ſhould attract our eyes thither, 
We ſhould look to the liberal hand that diſpenſes all 
our benefits; God expetts our acknowledgment, and 
that we ſhould own his Wiſdom, Power, Goodnels, 
and Faithfulneſs in all the Mercy, that comes upon 
us. Re expects we ſhould let him know our receipt 
of undeſerved Favours. And it's hard, if Mercies won't 
work upon us ſo far as to tell our Gracious God, 
What we have received at his Hands. Not that he is ip- 
norant 2nd diſpenſes his Favours, at Random, but that 
we might give Proofs of our Gratitude, he expects 


' 


we ſhould own to him received Mercies. 

Secondly, J O one another, we ſhould ſpeak to one 
another, of what God has done for us. 1. To Friends, 
talk with them of God's wondrous Works, They that 


| ifear?dtheLord,ſpake often one to another, Mal 3.16. and 
no doubt, they ſpake of Providential Occurrences. 
. To Enemies, under the conduct of Prudence, we 
mould let even our Enemies know, that we rejoyce 

| | * 
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in God, the Roct of our Salvation: It may be the 


Means of their Convi#zon, when they ſee all their 
Plots and Divices fruſtrated, and brought to naught, 
by che Finger of God. It may bring them to bethink 
themſelves, and to joyn in the W 


Captivity of Zion — then ſaid they among the Ha- 
then, the Lord bath done great things for them, Pſal. 
126. 1, 2- The Enemies and Nations round about, 
could not but take Notice of what God did for #f- 
rael,fays Moſes, by way of triumph in the God of our 


Salvation, Cries out, Their Rock ig not as our Rock 


even bur Enemies themſelves being Judges, Deut. 6. 
31, 31. 3. Io jour Children, Say to them, what 
God hath done for his People, tranſmit to them, the 
knowledg of remarkable Providences, that they may 
learn to put their cruſt in God. ALraham is a Pat. 
tern for Family management, I know Abraham, that 
he will command his Children and Houſhold after him, 


that they ſhall k:ep the way of the Lord, Gen. 18. 19. 


The Jews were particularly obliged to inform their 
Children of the meaning of the Paſſover, to keep up 
the Remembrance of their great Deliverance, out of 
the Land of Egypt, and out of the Honſe of Bondage, 


Exod. 13. 8. Thou ſhalt ſhew thy Son in that Day, ſay- 


mg, THIS IS DONE BECAUSE OF THAT, 
WHICH THE LORD DID UNTO ME, WHEN 
IC4ME FORTH OUT OF EGTPT, and v. 14. when 
thy Sox asketh thee in time to come, ſaying, HA 

| + 18 


| er, as the Heathen 
did with thelſraelites, When the Lord turned again the - 
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Band the Lord brought us out from BGF from the 
HOUSE of Bondage, In like manner ſhould we talk 
to our Children, of the great Things that God hath 
done; this hath been the Practice of the People of 
God. and ſhould bs Ours, P/al, 88. 4. We will not 
ide them from their CAildren, ſhewing the Generations 
bio come, the Praiſes of the Lord, and his Strength,and 
this wonderful Works that be hath done. Bur, 

"Secondly, HOW > How muſt 1ſrael ſay, if the Lord 
had not been on our ſde, uhen Mem roſe up againſt us? 
Fit, WIT H Wonder and 4j*nifhment, a Deli- 
verance ſo ſurprizing, calls for the Ihighelt Admira- 
tion. Ve were like them that drear, ſay they, 

FF bei the Lord turned again the Captivity Zion, Pf. 
136. . We were amaz'd at the turn, could. ſcarce 
believe our own Ears, when we heard of it; or our 
own Eyes when we ſaw it. And may not VE, i 
we look back and conſider, what God hath done, cry 
out with Amazement, What has God wrought? 
Secondly, WIT H Humility and Self-abaſement, 
this ſhould be the temper of Mind, with which we 
mould ſpeak of Divine Mercies; fo doth Jacob, Gen. 
32. 10. I am not worthy of the left of al the Mercies 
peter ſhews his Humility ( tho” mixed with 
weakneſs ) Luke 5. 8. Depart from me Lord,for I am 
'@ finfub Man, unworthy of the Mercy, © 
Thirdly, WIT H Pleaſure and Delight, We ſhould 
talk with Pleaſure of what God has done for us; 

we ſhould rejoyce in his Goodneſs. — wr 

| | ure 
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Church in this Fſalm, triumph in the Mercy they 
celebrated : They were, asit were, in a Rapture up» 
on the remembrance of their Deliverance, v. 7+ Our 
Soul is efcaped as a Bird out of the Snare of the Fowlers, 
the Snare is briken, and we are eſcaped. They ſay all 
chis with Pleaſure, having their Hearts warmed with 
a Sence of their Deliverance. 
 Fourtbly, W IT H Gratitude aud Thankjulneſs, ſay 
what God hath done to the Honour of his Name; 
Let him have all the Glory and the Praiſe, joyn with 
the Church in renouncing all claim, to any ſhare in the 
Glory, of your Deliverances Pal. xx 5. 1. Not un oN, O 
LORD, not unto us, but unto thy Name give Glory: far, thy 
Mercy & far thy Truths ſ.ke. lf we were to put in our 
Claim, it would be only to ſhame & confuſion offacez 
as it was in the Prophet Da- ies Time, Dan.y-8.0 LORD 
to us belongeth Confuſſon of Face, to our Kings, to our 
Princes, to our Fathers, becauſe we have ftuned againſt 
thee:To the LORD our GOD belong Mercies, the diſtri- 
bution of them, and the glory of them, and forgiveneſs 
though we have rebelled againſt him. Let us ſpeak 
to the Honour of our Benefator, and thankfully 
own received Benefits 
Fifthly and laſtly, S A what God has done, to encou- 
rage your future truſt and de pendance. Paſt Experiences 
Mould be as Food for our Faith, and ſhould excite us 
to a firmer Traſt; S AI, that this God, that has ſaved you, 
ſaved you again, and again, in fx and in ſeven Troubles, 
that he ſhall be your God for ever and ever. 
LetMercies engage to a cloſer idberence & a firmer 
2 reliance, 
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ce, be net like the Iſcuelines, Pſal. 106. 12,13; 
Who ſang his Fraiſe but ſaan forgot his Works, they 
uche huſte to forget, as it may be rendered, and what 
came of them for their Ingratitude ? Many Times 
did Gon deliver them, v. 43- but they provoked him 
wih their Counſel and were brought low for their Iniqui- 
 #y; low at that time of day, but much lower ſince, ſor 
mand vengeance has taken place, they are be- 
come an Atonifhment amd a rover e a ly Word among 
tie Nations, Deut. 28.37. Jer. 24. 9. And if WE imi- 
tate them in our Ingratitude and Diſobedience, tho 
God wilt have a Church, he may reject us : Where- 
as, if Mercies bring us cloſer to him, and being 
 delimered.out of the Hauds of our Enemies, we ſerve 
im wit hort Fear, in Holiueſs and Righteouſneſs; we 
hall find, - chat his Hyes will- be always upon us for | 
Good, and his Ears open to our Cry; and though 
Freſh difficulties may occur, yet ſtill the Lord will be 
en onr ſide; if we wait on the Lord and keep his 
way our eyes ſhalt ſee our dere upon our Enemies, and 
our Ears ſhall hear our defire upon the wicked, that 
riſe ap againſt us: For lo thine Enemies O LORD, 
for lo thine Enemies ſhall per iſb, all the workers of Ini- 
quity ſhall be ſeattered,' Pal. 92. 9. 3 
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